Hedon Town Council


Minutes of the Proceedings of a Meeting of

Finance & General Purposes Committee
22 November 2018
Present:
In the Chair – Cllr S Gallant
Cllrs:
C Billany, N Black, M Bryan, J Dennis, Mrs B Goldspink, 

A Marshall, Miss S Rommell, B Stockdale, T West and G Thurston
Clerk:
J Macklin
 1.
Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllrs:


Miss D Storr
Resolved:
that apologies were accepted
 2.
Confirmation of the Minutes 
The Minutes of the meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on 25 October 2018 were agreed as being a correct record of the proceedings thereat.  
Resolved:
that the minutes were confirmed as a true record 
 3.
Declaration of Interests
3.1 It was agreed that any declaration of interest be dealt with at the time the relevant item was discussed.
3.2 There were no dispensations to be noted.

 4.
Accounts Payable Schedules – November
The Schedule tabled will form part of the minutes.  The Town Clerk answered questions from Members.
Resolved:
that the schedule of payments for November 2018, signed off by two Councillors, in the sum of £17,257.24 was approved
5.
To receive an update on the financial position of the Council for October 2018
The Chairman referred to the documents attached to these Minutes which had been circulated to all Councillors and the Town Clerk answered questions from Members.  The documents indicate the financial position of the Council as at 31 October 2018.  
Resolved:
that the schedules showing receipts and payments made during the month of October, and the budget monitoring report, were approved
6.
To consider the Risk Assessment Report – Bus Shelters and Car Parks

Members reviewed the risks associated with Bus Shelters and Car Parks.
Resolved:
that the Risk Assessment Report for Bus Shelters and Car Parks were approved subject to a reduction from 2 to 1 for the ‘Impact on Council’ risk for Bus Shelter vandalism 
  7.
Footway Lighting
Cllr Dennis declared a personal interest as he lives on an unadopted road and took no part in the vote.
7.1
To consider adopting footway light on Sacred Gate, Hedon (1 no light):  The Chairman referred to the Town Clerk’s report.  Concern was raised at the possibility of other requests for lights to be added to the SLA; however any request would be individually considered on its own merits.
Resolved:
that the Town Council would add the footway light on Sacred Gate, Hedon to its SLA agreement
7.2
To consider upgrading Service Level Agreement from level 2 to level 1:  Again, the Chairman referred to the copy agreements and the Town Clerk’s report.

Resolved:
that the Town Council upgrade the Service Level Agreement from Level 2 to Level 1 with immediate effect; it was noted that an extra payment for the remainder of the financial year would be necessary and was approved
  8.
To approve GDPR Policies:


8.1
Information & Data Protection Policy


8.2
CCTV Data Protection Policy


8.3
Retention and Disposal Policy


8.4
Email Contact Privacy Notice

The Chairman confirmed that Cllr Thurston and the Town Clerk had amended the original policies and copies of the amended documents had been previously circulated to Members.    
Resolved:
that the above policies were adopted
9.
To  note report from Events Working Group and approve actions taken
In Cllr Storr’s absence Cllr Gallant noted that there had been no meetings of the Events Working Group since the last report.  Organising of the Xmas Lights Switch on event for 30 November was well underway and the calendars were now on sale at various locations.   Anyone wishing to volunteer for the calendar stall on 30 November should contact Cllr Storr.
10.
To approve expenditure for ‘Santa’s Grotto’ as part of Xmas Lights Switch on Event
The Chairman reminded Members that they had agreed that the Town Council would run ‘Santa’s Grotto’ in the Town Hall.  Expenditure for presents and decoration for the Grotto would be approx £300.  Any profit from the Grotto would be donated to the Mayor’s Charity.
Resolved:
that the expenditure up to a limit of £300 was approved
11.
Hedon Armistice Centenary - update
The Chairman reported on the events of 11 November; the turnout for the morning service and the evening event had been very good.  
Over £6,000 had been raised for the Armistice Memorial and once the invoices had been paid there should be a small surplus to donate to a local veteran’s charity.  Members noted that there were significant anniversary dates in 2020 for WWII.
Resolved:
that the Town Council formally recorded its thanks to all those who contributed to the events

After a lengthy discussion about the provision of a QR Square and lighting for the Armistice Memorial it was agreed that Members should visit the site before the next Property Committee Meeting and an item put on the agenda to look into lighting.  It was also agreed that information for a QR Square should be compiled; again this would be on the next Property Committee agenda.
12.
Station Car Park security proposals - update
The Chairman referred to correspondence with ERYC and noted that it had been confirmed that there were no plans to increase security to try and stop mopeds driving into Hedon from the old railway tracks as part of the upgrade to the car park.  The Town Clerk updated Members on her discussions with VSS and ERYC for the installation of a column that was robust enough to support four CCTV cameras which would cover Station car park and surrounding areas, including the old railway track.
  13.
Thirty Acre Lane – to consider signage and road safety and report to ERYC

Cllr Thurston expressed his concern at the road signage for this lane and the confusion that arose when delivery vans tried to access this area via Magdalen Lane.  The access from Magdalen Lane was pedestrian only; the vehicular access to the properties was off Watson Drive, on a bend, with poor visibility and had no signage to indicate what it was.   
Resolved:
that the Town Council write to ERYC expressing its concerns and asking for the road signage to be reviewed with a view to increasing road safety in this area
14.
To approve expenditure for maintenance of the De-fibrillator

The Chairman updated members on the cost of repairing the De-fibrillator and referred to the three quotes for the replacement of the cabinet and other necessary replacement parts for the equipment.
Resolved:
that approval was given for expenditure on the replacement equipment necessary from The Community Heartbeat Trust to bring the de-fibrillator back into service

15.
To consider change of location for Christmas tree
Members had been asked to consider whether the Christmas tree should be relocated to Market Hill and/or whether a tree should be planted there and decorated.  Councillors did not agree that the tree should be moved as the current location was in the centre of town and ideally placed for those visiting to shop in the town; nor did they think that a tree should be planted on Market Hill.
Resolved:
that no further action be taken on this request
   16.
To consider action re alleged damage to shop frontage by watering machine
The Chairman noted that the Council had been approached to repair damage allegedly done by the watering machine during the watering of the hanging baskets.  After a lengthy discussion it was agreed that three quotes should be sought for repair to the damage and the work carried out as soon as possible.
Resolved:
that the Town Clerk should obtain three quotes for repair of the damage; she was authorised to award the work up to a cost of £500 and have the damage repaired as soon as possible

   17.
Correspondence
17.1
E-mail from ERYC re topics for Overview and Scrutiny Committees as part of the 2019/’20 municipal year:  Members agreed that the following two topics should be put forward as topics for the Committee.

Resolved:
that the following two topics be put forward to Overview and Scrutiny Committees:

1. Unadopted roads and the lack of maintenance thereof; how the future maintenance of these roads should be addressed to minimise the danger they pose to the public;

2. Inappropriate parking on verges, pavements and elsewhere which cause obstruction and how any measures to solve this problem should be enforced.
17.2
E-mail from Philip West requesting support for a Passion Play ‘Easter Story’ in April 2019:  Members agreed to support this project and the Town Clerk was requested to obtain more information on what would be required from the Town Council.
   18.
Members’ Points of information and items for the next agenda
18.1
The Town Clerk was asked to put an item on the next Property Committee agenda for provision of more allotment land.
18.2
Cllr Dennis commented on a letter he had received from a member of the public suggesting a country park on the old Hedon Aerodrome; this land was the subject of a planning application and any action on this would be inappropriate until the application had been dealt with.
18.3
It was noted that Planning Committee and Property Committee would take place on Thursday 6 December; Finance & General Purposes Committee and Town Council on Thursday 13 December.  The Town Hall would close at 3pm on Thursday 20 December 2018 and reopen on Wednesday 2 January 2019.

18.4
Cllr Black updated Members following his attendance at an ERYC Local Plan Review consultation meeting.  The deadline for initial consultation replies was 21 December and this item would be on the next Planning Committee agenda.  He urged Members to look at the documents on line before the meeting.    
18.5
Cllr Gallant updated Members on the recent ‘Retail Centre Workshop’ that he and Cllr Black had attended at County Hall.

18.6
The Town Clerk noted the ERYC Rough Sleeper Survey that was taking place between 2am and 6am on 22 November and asked that any rough sleepers seen by Members should be reported to her for inclusion in the Survey.

…………………………………………….
Chairman of Finance & General Purposes Committee
